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Calling her “a woman of heart anc
action” and a friend of UNESCO with a
proven record of work defending the
rights of under-privileged children,
UNESCO Director General Koichiro
Matsuura on 23 March appointed Ital A s
ian-born Cristina Owen-Jones Goodwil o =
Ambassador for the fight against HIV/ K reins Owesr o
AIDS. A familiar face around UNESCO :
in recent years because of her advoca
of children’s rights, Ms Owen-Jones ii I
also well known in the world of Pari-|
sianhaute mondeas the wife of Lind-
say Owen-Jones, Chairman and Chie
Executive Officer of the cosmetics com
panyL’'Oréal .

ince 2002 Cristina has worked
Swith UNESCOQO'’s Programme
or the Education of Children UNESCO Director General Koichiro Matsuura with Cristina Owen-Jones, the Agency's newest Goodwill Ambassador.
in Need. She has been patrticularly ac-
tive in supporting the Don Bosco cencation as a preventive measure in fight- Cristina is well aware that making ehuman drama, but also a disaster for
ters for street children in Argentinajng HIV/AIDS. She also met with adifference will not be easy, that the efeconomic development of many coun-
which helps deprived children recovenumber of health and education minisfort will have to be over the long termtries. Aids is not only a disease but it is
from the effects of malnutrition, ill- ters on her trip, and the experience hasd require substantial resources aredsocial, political and cultural problem.”
nesses and acts of violence. Her forcéeft her with a commitment to mobilizetraining. In 2003 alone some 4.2 mil- Education is critically important to
ful advocacy has brought an outpoutresources in support of AIDS educatioriion adults and 700,000 children undeprevent the spread of AIDS: the more
ing of sympathy and support for the DoiThe hardship and social disruptiorihe age of 15 were newly infected wittpeople are aware of the dangers, the
Bosco centers. caused by AIDS in Africa, especially theHIV/AIDS. Out of these, 2.5 million better they can adjust behavior patterns

As Goodwill Ambassador, Cristinaplight of hundreds of thousands ofdults and 500,000 children died. Théhat expose them to risk. But resources
plans to concentrate mainly onyomen who have been widowed, antbtal number of individuals living with for education are scarce in many coun-
UNESCO projects for HIV/AIDS pre- the even larger number of children whéi1V/AIDS is estimated to be 40 million tries, especially the worst affected. In
vention education. To prepare for thifave been orphaned, have left a deeyorldwide. As she told an interviewerZambia and Mozambique, for instance,
work she travelled recently to Southmpression. This comes across to an imecently, “from Africa to Europe, North the governments do not have money for
Africa, Zambia and Mozambique, visterviewer as a steely determination tdmerica and Asia, HIV/AIDS has cre-preventive education. Both countries
iting centers where the emphasis is edake a difference. ated an emergency. It means not only a see CRISTINA page 8
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S h | ri n E b ad | N o) b e | freely of her astonishment at winning the Nobel. She

was in Paris on 9 October 2003, preparing to leave for
Laureate Walks Fine Line Tehran, when the Norwegian Ambassador to France
. _ called and asked that she delay departure by a day:
In late February 2004, Shirin Ebadi, 2003 Nobg 45 one of the three Nobel finalists, along with
laureate, s_poke“at a meeting at UNESCO" headqugi, paul 1l and Vaclav Havel. She thought she was
ters in Paris on "Religion and Democracy.” Pointingye s ming! The electrifying news that the winner was
to the misuse of Islam, by a number of politicians I%ither Havel nor the Pope, but she, a 56 years old,
justify their dictatorial rule and abuse of human righti%\rgely unknown Iranian woman, came by radio, at

she said that "being in opposition to the rules of thq y,5¢ night. The Nobel committee selected her for

State could automatically be considered opposition Pomoting peaceful, democratic solutions to social
Islam and that is punishable by law.” However, s

L . : >'Pproblems and inducing new thinking on Islamic terms.
added, it is not Islam, a religion of equality and jus- «1,q prize turned my life around” Shirin says, re-

tlc_e, 'that ought _to be blamgd for the_sad §tate O_f @«t:illing that it brought both excitement and anxiety.
fairs in the Muslim world,; it is the manipulation of 'tSAnxiety because “the prize has laid a heavy responsi-
principles by unscrupulous governments. Shirin "B'llity” on her shoulders, and she could no longer con-
vited UNESCO and other international organizatioq§, ;e her work as a simple lawyer and a social activ-
to help Islamic countries_by expanding “90_Iucation far, By winning the prize she became a “nightmare for
all” so as to reduce the ignorance and illiteracy, thab; Government,” one of her friends in Paris told me.
in her view are the root causes of fanaticism.  pa¢ required her to be more guarded in speech in

n private, she is far more guarded, and the rggyeqging the issues of a society where a woman is

sons are obvious. The prominence of beiNg A »owed to practice law and be a judge, where any

Nobel laureate has brought with ita new set g, ,gjtion to and criticism of current policies and prac-
concerns: of how her statements might be taken @UL< -ould be considered as subversive.

of <_:(_)ntext or deliberately twisted_, to enmesh her In Asked whether her new fame would help ease the
political controversy back home in Iran. She speaks
see SHIRIN page 8
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SHIRIN ‘g > ernment invited her to use the opport on inquiry, learned that it has always
cont. rom page nity to spread the teachings of IsIam.UCRISTI NA cont from page 7 been important in shaping popular opin-

struggle of Iranian women for a more She has accepted that instruction, bdce the task of reaching remote villaggens and attitudes. Story-tellers and ac-
equal and better life, she answers curtip a way surely unexpected by the hardhat are difficult even to reach becaus®@rs could be important ways to reach
that she has “no desire to be considerdiders. In her Nobel acceptance speedf the lack of roads and transportatiothose without formal schooling with the
a paragon of resistance or an ivory tower delivered in the name of “the God ofacilities. There is also the problem thamessage of AIDS prevention. Radio too
of intellectual.” However, in her Nobel Creation and Wisdom” — Shirin said:AIDS has devastated educators; in son@@uld play a key role in reaching people
acceptance speech on 10 Decemb#slam is a religion whose first sermomparts of the country up to 50 per cent ofi isolated villages, for almost every-
2003, Shirin addressed the issue | raisegdi the Prophet begins with the wordeachers are themselves infected. Buthere in Southern Africa people have
“Undoubtedly, my selection will be an“Recite!” The Koran swears by the persuch difficulties have only served toadios. But even such innovative and
inspiration to the masses of women whand what it writes. Such a sermon andnderline for Cristina the importance ofow-cost initiatives will need resources.
are striving to realize their rights, notnessage cannot be in conflict withnformation and education in meetind-ocal road shows will require transpor-
only in Iran but throughout the region -awareness, knowledge, wisdom, freehe challenge. tation. Community radio centers will
rights taken away from them through thelom of opinion and expression and cul- On her recent trip to African coun-have to be created to reach the very poor.
passage of history. This selection wiltural pluralism.” Some Muslims, shetries, Cristina — a great believer ofAs she told Paris Match in March, “I

make women in said, “under the maintaining and respecting local tradisee my role as an intermediary between
Iran, and much fur- Shirin In Brief pretext that de- tions — noted that traditional theatethe donor communities such as the pri-
ther afield, believe mocracy and hu- was an important part of the culture o¥ate sector, bi-lateral and multi-lateral

e ] © man rights are even remote and isolated villages, anehtities and those at the local level.”

in themselves.” ved a | q p h .
But she does no,[cglve a law degree from the Univer-: ot compatible

aspire to be a hero-SItY of Teheran and from 1975 to 197 ith  Islamic

ine to anyone. Al (uring the reign of the Shah), served . conine 5 PlONeers in Life Science Research

she plans to do is &S the first female judge in Iran. Th(% diti | struc-
contiﬂue her efforts foupder ofa npn-governmental c_)rganit-[?rel Igp?slzmicc GEt L’Oreal_UNESCO Awards
as a lawyer and ac-Zation, theSociety for the Protection of

. . societies, have By Mehri Madarshahi
tivist — not as a tsiee E:fsh;i;];;ﬁg d%hélrrr:tr)ae':é?;olzclfs)’aeﬁj(gﬁﬁed despotic  On International Women’s Day (8 March), five leading researchers in life sci-
role model — for

| h iahts | vernments, ences from different continents were awarded the 200eal-UNESCO Prize
other women in the BUGIESIONIMEMARIHGATSISSUES SN d and continue to and Fellowships for Women in Sciendenored at a ceremony at UNESCO head-
Islamic world. She

fending the rights_ O_f political prisonersdo so. In fact, it quarters were: Jennifer Thomson of South Africa, Lucia Mendonca Previato of
believes, especially who had fallen victim to the powerful.
that Iranian women

o . ) is not so easy to Brazil, Philippa Marrack of the United States, Nancy Ip of China and Christine
political and unjust legal s_yste_m in heFuIe over a Petit of France.
have reached a level€OUNtY: she has suffered Imprisonme teople who are The award winners were selectefellowships. In the Life Sciences, prize
of maturity that pre- and personal threat. In 1999, Shirin Wélware of their from among more than 800 nomineewinners were principally oriented
cludes the need forthe lead attorney on a ”“mt_’er of casq hts, using tra- by an international interdisciplinary juryaround ground-breaking work in biol-
a social or political s 2 tional, patriar- of 15 eminent scientists, led by Nobebgy, genetics and virology. In the Envi-
symbol to attain 'SPr€ssion 7 the Iranian judiciary andy, ;5 pater- Prize winners Christian de Duve of Belronmental Sciences, contributions have
their legal and so- security forces in sH_encmg _the stude alistic meth- gium and Guenter Blobel of Germanyranged from the study on the impact of
cial rights. Their movement and its increasingly VOCaL4s.” The dis- Also awarded were 15 UNESCO-human activity on ecosystems to the de-
claims, she be- EllEnges e Government practices. ;i 54 ry LOREAL fellowships to promising re- velopment of prevention policies against
lieves, have a logic Herwork expose.d _allnk betwe(_an_ |0 light of women searchers enabling work outside thesea and land pollution. In the Material
that cannot be ig- SJOYCIALELIS O.ff'C'aI el & V|g|Iantein Islamic states, home countries on topics ranging fronsciences, research has focused on the
nored by lIranian group responsible for the brutal treat-he continued, cellular biology, to immunology to dis- natural proprieties of matter with a view
society. What she ment of the demonstrators._ Th_at WO vhether in the ease prevention. to improving the quality of our dalily life
does not say, is that/ed t0 her arrest and detention in 20_0%' here of civii The LOREAL-UNESCO partner- Gender gap in Science
her work as writer Undeter_red, she neve_rtheless_ r?ma'”‘?éli,v or in the ship beganin 1998 It aims to encourage Globally, there is at present a serious
and speaker, low a committed human rights activist. realm of social, the participation of women in scientificunder-representation of women in sci-
key, educational, political and cul- research and promotes awareness @fice and in scientific research. Women
strategic, has undoubtedly had an intural justice, has its roots in the patriareminent women. scientists get a disproportionately
pact on Iranian attitudes on women’shal and male-dominated culture pre- I n addition to the annual awardsmaller share of major funding for re-

rights, perhaps even softening the stanegeiling in these societies, not in Islam.” ceremonies, the program is acsearch, and are less likely to be advanced
of religious ideologues. She also noted in her speech that on tive throughout the year. As anto levels of increased responsibility in
Back Home the 55th anniversary of the Universagxtension to the international partnerscientific public and private establish-
When she got back home to TehraPeclaration of Human Rights it was “ofship, L'Oreal subsidiaries around thenents. They stand far less chance of be-
after the announcement of the Nobegxtreme concern to observe that und&rorld in cooperation with UNESCO ing recognized as successful profession-
she got a taste of the new realities théhe pretext of cultural relativity, inter- National Commissions have establishegls nationally or internationally.
now rule her life. Thousands of enthunational human rights laws and stara growingProgram of National Initia-  According to a recent report of the
siasts and supporters had gathered dards are breached not only by their retivesto promote, honor and encourag&uropean Commission, women repre-
Mehrabad Airport in Tehran, to greebgnized opponents, but also by thewomen in science. These initiatives insent 40% of scientists with doctorate de-
her, but religious hard-liners blockedVestern democracies — in other wordsilude national fellowships, educationagjrees. Yet, they represent only one third
their access. Their partisans, carryingn those countries who were among ther mentoring programs to introduceof public research institutions and uni-
banners that expressed shame and digitial codifiers of the United Nationsyoung women to careers in science, agrsities workers and just over 15% of
may that an Iranian had earned the sarfiharter and the Universal Declarationvell as organizing seminars and conferesearchers have been employed in the
award as had Menachem Begin, took upf Human Rights. Itis in this frameworkences. The most notable among theggivate sector. The Massachusetts Insti-
the front rows of the crowd, shoutinghat, for months, hundreds of individu-are programs in Poland, Italy, China, Raute of Technology (MIT, USA) found
and ranting against her. Later, a grougls who were arrested in the course @ublic of Korea, Turkey, Thailand andin 2000 that, in spite of specific institu-
of religious clerics from Qom releasednilitary conflicts in Afghanistan and the United States. tional efforts to improve working con-
a statement saying the Nobel prize wadsewhere, have been imprisoned in The annual awards alternate betweetitions for women scientists, “inequi-
aimed at “ridiculing Islam.” It took a Guantanamo, without the benefit of théife Sciences and Material Sciencesable distributions” were found in work
while before the official organs of therights stipulated under the Geneva corfdver the years, they have honored a tgpace, salary from individual research
Government acknowledged the Nobetentions, the Universal Declaration ofal of 91 scientists from more than 4grants, teaching assignments, awards
award. As it had been given becausduman Rights and the Internationatountries. Thirty-one have receivednd distinctions.
Shirin was a Muslim woman, the gov-Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.”prizes for research, and 60 have received



